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The Templé'of NaTuRe and Fortune. A Vifen, 


SBA VING a few Nights ago fpent, the Even- 
4 ing in fome Company, where our. Difcourle 
turned on the .uncertain, unfuitable, and 
BS fecmingly unjult Diftribution of the Gifts of 
Fortune obfervable among Mankind ;. whea 
I came Home.,and went, to, Bed, I fell pre- 
m3 fently afleep ; and as ovr waking id 4 
often influence the Ideas- we have w 
fleeping,. methought I-found myfelf at the Porch of what. I 
imagined to be a large Temple ; my Curiofity led me into it, 
and I was foon convinced it wes really two different Tem 
the one beyond the other, and only feparated by a large a 
long Paflase. Ar the upper End of the firft Temple, on a 
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low ThrGne’ was’ fated a Woman almoft raked, but very 
raceful, of. a~mild and ‘humane Afpeét, and whom, had 
fhe not had her Name written on her Breaft, I thould imme- 
diately have known to be\Nature. ‘To her a vaft Crowd of 
fople, wherewith the Place was. filled, and who were pufhing 
orwards to get into.the fecond "Temple, firft of -all made their 
(Application, on whom fhe feemed to difpenfe her Favours 
pretty equally, giving to every one fome particular Talent, 
but at the fame time joining fome fingular Vice or Folly 
thereto, by which Means the Generality of People were ren- 
dered nearly on an Equality by her; after which they were 
delivered up to the Care ot abeautiful Woman, who ftood at 
her right Hand, and on whofe Forehead were written the 
Words Gbop Epucation,, She,/like a kind and} tender 
Mother Bs them Inftru€tions from Time to Timg, how to 
make the beft ufe of the good Qualities beftow’d on them by 
Nature, conducted them through the Paflage which was call’d 
Childhood, and then left them at Liberty to make ufe or not 
of her Rules, as they thought fir. At Nature’s Left-hand 
ftood ‘another Woman of a pale, hagged Countenance, whofe 
Conftitution feémed worn out by depraved Appetites and vi- 
cious Indulgences : She was however dreft very gayly, and 
by “hér infinuating Wiles, andjpretended Kindneffes, drew many 
alide.. Her Name was Bap .Epuc ation. She, ¢ontraty to 
the former in every thing, fuggefted to them continually the 
many. Pleafures and Advantages they might reap from the Ex. 
ercife of every one of their natural ;Vices, and endeavoured to 
ftifle in them the very Remembrance of thofe Virtues beftow’d 
on them at the fame time by Nature. 
_ | went thro’ this Paflage along with the reft of the Company, 
and was brought by it into the fecond Temple, which was 
that of Fortune ; at the farther End of which, at avery great 
Height above thé Ground, the Goddefs was feated, blindfold, 
and having near her a Machine refembling a Lottery-Wheel, 
which fhe was continually turning round, and out) of which 
fhe drew Preferments, Riches, and Honours, which fhe gave 
away promifcuonfly, as the Crowd could come to-receive them. 
Fhe apparent Way to her Seat was up a very broad, but fteep 
“nd flippery Afcent, which was called Merit.: “Many People 
mbour’d to get up this Way, but often flipt and were difap- 
painted. But what I was much furprized. at, was to fee feve- 
ral at the Top, and receiving the Gifts which Fortune,drew 
from her Wheel, whom I had not obferved to pafs up this 
Hill ; this Myftery however was explain’d, when on ate 4 
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Eyes downward, I perceived three little Wickets at the Bottom 
of the Slope, over which was infcrib’d Good Luck, Intere/t, 
and Bribery. "Through thefe many People pafléd, and Were. 
carried up by’ private Stairs, that went winding undetneath the 
Hill. The two laft were much more crowded than the firft, 
through which''thofe that did pafs, feented to hutry along 
without knowiii? whither they wére going ; and appeared fur-’ 
prized when’ they found themfelves the Favourites of Forturte, 
contrary to dl’ Probability, and’ by the fame Means that had’ 
proved the Ruiii of others, But it was pleafing enough, after 
remarking the fevéral Courfes taken by differerit People, to obferve. 
the Impropriety of the Benefits beftowed oh them 3 for altho’ - 
many produced the’ Gifts they had been endowed with by 
Nature, as a Recortimendation to entitle them to thofe of 
Fortune, Very little Regard feemed to be had to them, Thofe. 
Favours, which were gained by the Way of Goad Lick, were 
fome properly, and others improperly difpofed of, Thofe come 
at through the Wicket of Jnteref, were molt of them ri- 
diculoufly beftowed. By paffing through this Way, Cowards 
became Admirals or Generals of Armies; the Nephew of a 
noble Lord, who had idly run out his own Eftate, was placed 
at the Head of an Office, where he became intrufted with the 
Manazement of the publick Money ; the Brother of another, who 
had fpent part‘of his Life in al] kinds of Vice and Debauchery, 
entered into Holy Orders, had a rich Benefice beftowed upon him, 
and fet himfelf up for a Reformer of Manners. {In fhort, I 
oblerved thaty whoever could get through this lucky Paflage, 
might be Judge, Bifhop, Secretary of State, Ambaffador, or 
almoft what he pleafed, without any other Qualifications, 

But the moft unfuitable, as well as moft dangerous to Man- 
kind were the Preferments beftow’d on thofe who came thro’ 
the Bribery Wicket, which ftood always open, and led to a very 
dark and dirty Paflage, where the Crowds that entered, fhuffied 
on through thick and thin, giving Money with one Hand and 
receiving it with the other, till they got up to the Throne of 
Fortune, I obferved fome great Men, who had formerly been 
very eloquent in Praife of Cleanlinefs, whofe Hands and Faces 
were fo begrim’d, and in fo ftinking a Condition with fcram- 
bling through this filthy Way, that I believe not all the Water 
in the Ocean can ever wafh them clean again. Yet with all 
this Naftinefs about them, they were preferred by Fortune to 
the higheft Dignities in Church and State. It was however 
obfervable, that when fome had received any confiderable Gifts of 
Fartune, by what Means foever they were obtain’d, a Czowd of 
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thers were conftantly following, fometimes fawning on them, 
4nd at other times joftling them, with an Intention to rob 
them of what they had got ; which, if all other Means failed, 
they would commonly: effect by placing Seumbling-Blocks in 
their Way, which could not be avoided without the utmot 
Care and Prudence ; infomuch that Prime Minifters, Generals 
of Armies, and Favourites of Princes, had their .. Heels -tript 
up, and were tumbled down the fteep Afcent by. thele People, 
riot without great Danger of their Necks, But: the moft pro-, 
voking Sight was to behold Some, ‘who -after much Pains be- 
ing-arrived very near the Summit “4 the Road of Merit, and 
jul on the Point of receiving the Reward due to their Virtue 
and Affduity, were at-laft difappointed, . by having it friatched 
from them by fome worthlefs Upftarts, who had got thither 
before them by one of the more eafy but lefs honourable 
Ways. . Some indeed, did fucceed in their Attempts that Way, 
and made glorious Figures, and became Patterns of true Worth 
in thofe Pofts they fo well deferved, and had fo juftly obtained, 
But thefe Examples were too rare to encourage my weak De- 
ferts to attémpt that Road. I therefore determined to endea- 
vour at the Wicket of Good Luck, where I happily ‘fueceeded, 
and being got to the Top, had, methought, a very ‘conf- 
derable Preferment conferr’d on me by the blind Goddefs; 
but turning fuddenly back, one of thofe who were coming up 
through the Intere# Paflage, buftling to get at the next:Favour 
which Fortune preiented, in his Hafte gave me fo violerit a Puth as 
tuihbled me down the Stairs; the Force of which Fall awakened 
me. When baffled of all my high-flown Hopes, I found my- 
felf fil? lying on my own Stuff-Damask Bed, in a two Pair of 
S:air$ Room, Sic tranfit Gloria Mundi! 


A Letter 
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A Letter toa young Lady. 


Dear Mifs, Clap out 


‘OU are now entering upon that eminent Year of your 
4 Life, which Poets ufually, reprefent, and the hafty Ima- 
gination,of young Ladies always believes, to be the Beginning of 
Woman.’ <The Bloom of Fifteen has been the conftant Topic 
among all Ode-Writers and Sonneteers, and I dare fay your 
Heart has borne Teftimony to their Panegyrics by many joyful 
Emotions. - The World is now opening on your Mind; you 
begin to dream of Conquefts, Flames, Arrows, and all the 
Equipage of Love ; you find a more fenfible Joy in the Survey 
of your Perfon, and are attentive to catch the Geftures of every 
Coquette it is your Misfortune to fall in Company with. Hi- 
therto in all Vifits you have been confidered and treated only as 
an Attendant upon your Mamma, but now you affume a Cha- 
rater of your own ; the Men addrefs Converfation to you, and 
flatter you into a Conceit of what you are but too ready of 
ourfelf to believe,- your own Importance. Joined to your 
uty, you. have likewife a lively Imagination, which accord- 
ing to your right or wrong Management of it, will prove your 
greateft Happinefs or Misfortune, and make you either a very 
agreeable Woman, or a moft impertinent Coquette. The De- 
fign therefore of this Letter is to point out to you fome of the 
more ftriking Errors of your Sex; for I am unfafhionable and 
odd enough to believe, that there never was any Set of Cuftoms 
fo almoft wholly wrong, as thofe which govern the Female 
World: By which I would not be underftood to mean the 
grand Prejudices which are inculcated for very wife Reafons, 
but that almoft endlefs Number of little ufelefS Forms and Fop- 
peries, that are thought effential to the Education and Behaviour 
of a young Lady. 

Your Reading, I dare fay, has been, like that of all other 
young Ladies, entirely employed upon Novels and Romances; 
and what is worfe, I am afraid you have made fuch a Progrefs 
in Faery-Land, and are fo highly enamoured of thefe Writings, 
that fo far from being reclaimed by what I fhall fay, you will 
think it a kind of Blafphemy. And yet what hasa young Lady 
to do among the Dens of Dragons? It feems to me very in- 

confiftent 
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confiftent that one who fcreams at a Spider, and is ready to 
counterfeit Fear upon all other. Occafions, fhould in this one 
Inftance be fo remarkably courageous, as voluntarily to offer 
herfelf to all the Monfters of the Defert. . But tlie Secret is near 
at hand; you are delighted with the high-ftrained Encomiums 
which thefe empty Writers pay to your Sex, and _ravifhed, to 
fee valorous Knights, the Flower of Chivalry, deifying fome 
Partheniffa of their Affections, fighing at her Feet, aud under 
taking the greateft Dangers at her Command. How apr ll 
this is to catch hold of your Imagination, and fill ‘yout Head 
with fancied Notions of Superiority, is. but too manifeit: For 
belicve me, after all you are no Coddet; and whatever -Opi- 
nion of yourfelf the I capertinenes of Romances, or the foolifh 
Admiration of Lovers may flatter you into, you are ftill a mere 
frail Woman, without any other Superiority than what the 
Cuftoms of the World and the Complaifance of Men has 
granted you. I would therefore advife you to let the Parfon-of 
your Parifh perform the Office which Don Qusxot’s Prieft did 
upon a like Occafion, immediately to weed your, Study of all 
Romances, and condemn at once to. the Flames whatever tends 
to the Encouragement of this filly Vanity. This terrible Blow 
will, ‘I know, be a cruel Affiétion to you, and therefore to 
comfort you a little under it, I am willing you fhould retain 
fome of the better Nove!s, fuch as Marianne, and a few others, 
Perhaps you will complain that I have not Icft you Reading 
enough to fill up your Time in your Country Retirements, 
when you are at a LofS for other Amufement; but what if you 
fhould endeavour to read fomething that might improve your 
Mind, as well as play upon ycur Imagination? Believe me, the 
Thing is not fo very impoffible, and I have heard fome of the 
few fenfible Women in the World declare, that after Trial 
they have mt found theis Underftandings fo weak and infufh- 
cient as they are ufually reprefented to be. But then beware 
after this you do not affect the Chara&ter of a learned Lad, 
which is of all other Affectations the moft odious in a Woman, 
inafmuch as the Cuftoms of the World have excufed you ‘from 
Science, and the only End of female Reading is to make you 
agreeable in Converfation, and prudent in your Behaviour; 

not to fet_you up as Scholars and Philofophers. Ul ticee 
Religion is fo unequally diviced among you, fome having too 
little, and fome too much, that I am at a Lofs what kindof 
Directions to give you on this Head. At prefent I would chute 
to caution you againft Atheilm, at leaft the Affectation of it, 
which of late Years is become a Topic of Shining, as ’tis called, 
as 
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as much among our young Ladies as our young Gentlemen ; 
a Vanity extremely ridiculous in both, though more: imaperti- 
nent, if poffible, and abfurd in Women. But if I fhould have 
Occafion to write to you fifteen or twenty Years hence, and 
you fhould {till be unmarried, I would. then bid you beware of 
the contrary Extreme, too much Devetion, which ‘is the afual 
Refuge after a Difappointment in Love, But let me not: fuggeft 
to you any fuch ill Omens of Futurity: At prefent.’tis fuffictent 
to recommend to you a quiet unaffected Picty, which never 
fhews ifelf in Oftentation, -nor: breaks. out in Réproaches 
aainft thofe, who by fome Turn im their Education, differ 
from, you either in the Opinions or Practice of Religion. 

Let us next confider the Paffion of Lave; and here, after 
what has been faid above, I hope you will not expeét your 
Admirers to treat. you with that High-Borlace Refpe&, which 
the Quixots of old paid to their Dudcineas in Romance, Or if 
after all you are ftill unwilling to difcharge the Band of little 
Cupids hovering round you, and give up your Pretenfions to all 
that heightened Imagery which Novellifts make ufe of in de- 
fcribing’ you, I muft refer you to Sir Richard Steele’s Play of 
the Tender Husband, where a young Lady of this Chara&er is 
admirably painted, and that Gothic Tatte of Love. ridiculed 
with as much Succefs as Chivalry was by the incomparable 
Cervantes himfelf, You may likewife fee this kind of Fally 
very well rallied in Mr. Fielding’s Pafguin, where a Mayor’s 
frippery Daughter, fully perfuaded of her own Importance ia 
the.Creation, and being at a Lofs for fome Amufement, cries 
out, ** © that my Lover was here now, that I might have 
“ the Pleafure of ufing him like a Dog!’’—As therefore you 
hope to be married, let me advife you to behave to. your Ad- 
mirers with a decent Refervednefs indeed, but without any 
fcornful Affectation, and ridiculous Haughtinefs in your Man- 
net: For believe me, Men ase not fuch defperate Jnamoratos 
now as they were formerly; no Lovers hang themfelves on 
Willow Trees in our Days; the thing is quite out of Fathion: 
On the contrary, the Turn of our young Gentlemen in the 
preflent Age is evidently againft Marriage, and therefore you 
had need exert all your Arts and Graces to get the better of 
this prevailing Humour, rather than encourage it by your own 

viour, 

I would likewife recommend to you an eafy Demeanor to 
Men in general, fo as neither to be too open or too reftrained. 
If Men will give the Converfation an improper Turn in your 
Prefence, and perfecute you with double Entendres, which in- 
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teed make.a great Part of modern Wit, I would advife you 
rather to let it pafs off with a {ceming CareleffheS and Inat. 
tention, than to"bluth with ‘the over-nice Pradery’ of ‘the lak 
‘Age, or to receive it with that Gayety of Courtténtince which the 
French bave introduced among us in our own Age: oe 
Another* Fafhion™ that our -Ladiés “borrow. froth, France, is 
the admutting Men to your Toilets in’ Morning Vitits.” But furely 
the-Gallantry of our young Genitlenien is‘not fo backward, 3s 
to requiré the Provocation of a Bed, and other Tricentives in 
-Wiew: A Parlour would, I think,-be much decefiter, and Tam 
fure much fafer for the Reception of fuch Vifits ; orhetwile the 
wife Precaution of Gur Lawgivers, to guard’all the Avenues of 
Female Honour, is vain and ufelefs, ‘when wé-are thus admitted 
into your Penetralia, and allowed to be prefent at your Myfte. 
ries, hele are.the Freedoms, I am apt to think,’ which ‘in 
the End furnifh out: thofe Prodigies of Lewdnels we {6 often fee 
among our Women of Quality ;\ and nothing can be of more 
Ule than to difcourage this loofe Spirit in its ‘firft Appearance, 
*Tis in .vain to fay, that Good-breeding will reftrain us from 
any indecent Liberties ; believe me, there is no young Man who 
does not find great Temptation from the Sight of a Bed, and 
though Good-breeding may withhold him from any defperate 
Attack upon your Virtue, yet he may may confiftently with it 
manage a fecret Defign againft you ; and’ when he has gradually 
infinuated himfelf into your Affections, nothing is wanting but 
‘fome fuch golden Opportunity to accomplifh it. © ~~ 
~ > “But.as liable as our modern Ladies are to ert in this Extreme, 
“there are neverthele{s. fome Inftances among you of an awkard 
. al-grounded Mode/ty: Little Mifs is taught very “early by her 
* Nusfe.and School-Miftrefs, to be extremely private in het Re- 
“tirements, and to conceal as much as poffible from Men all her 
“Neceffities of Nature, which would tend to diminifh the Got- 
. defs in our Conceptions: We are’ to believe, I fuppole, that 
“what abound: iri Ladies, tranfpires invifibly, acécrding to t 
Account which Milton gives of his Angel; but alas! st happens 
often, that by the great Pains taken to difguife thefe Matters, 
_you make them more notorious. When a Lady is obliged to 
Withdraw out of a Room; (becaufe forfooth Cuftom’ does” not 
allow her to retire quietly and alone) the is to give Signals of 
- DiftrefS to others that are prefent, and make a Party as at wee 
to her Chamber ; immediately the Glance catches’ round. the 
Room, up they allftart, and run’ out’ with an affeed Gigzk. 


Naw [dare fay; if the Votes of Men wete takéti,."a Bh. hi 
Obh 
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ing your Defign, forces it more ftrongly on our Obfervation, 
and fuggefts to us many difgufting Ideas befides: Let me ad~ 
vile you therefore. never to facsifice real Decency to the falfe 
Appearance of it; and be aflured, that excepting fome half-bred 
Templars, or lewd old Frigs, bath which you would ‘do well 
toavoid, nobody will ‘prefs your Modefty with. Remarks on 
fuch néceflary Actions of . your Life. ' } 
‘hope you will be wife estough hever to affect that /nip-/nap 
Flippancy and emp’y Parteg in Converfation, which Miffes are 
too,much pleafed with, efpecially if.they have not. had a good 
Education, miftaking it for Wit and Huthour. There is not, i 
believe, 'dny Race of Animals in the Creation fo thoroughly con- 
temptidle and rid.culous as what are called Mijfess bred up in 
this half-paced Gentility ; and-who, tuough their Underftand- 
ing never can rife beyond a,Lappet or a Ruffle, have yet the 
Vanity to’ think themfelves Wits, and capable of entertaining 
Company.,. If the usmoft Malice were employed in inventing 
Torments’ for a fenfible Man, nothing, I think, could give 
him fo much Pain, as the. being furrounded by half a dozen of 
thefe Impertinents, and obliged to liften to their conceited Talka- 
tivenefs, 
It-ig worth your while to be extremely cautious in the Choice 
of your Acquaintance, and above all backward in making fe- 
Friendjbips; for though we do now and then meet with 
aCelia and a Rofalind, fuch amiable Charatters as Shakefpear 
has‘teptefented them in his As You like It, yet 1 believe your 
ria Seal tell you, that in moft of our Comedies, where 
female Friendfhips are mentioned, it has always Scsn with Ri- 
dicule and Contempt. The mere Infipidnefs of their Convers 
fation, if no other ill Confequences attended, fhould be fufficient 
todeter you; for I have often thought, and Obfervation has 
ptoved..it to be true, that thofe Women are conftantiy the meft 
ilberal in their Sentiments, trifling in their Talk, and un- 


amiable in their Manner, who have chiefly converfed with theif 


But though I recommend you to the Acquaintance of Men, 
and think the Converfation of the Sexes extremely ufeful to 
cath other, yet I would not advife you to pals your whole Time 
among us, no more than I would a Man to give himfelf up én 
tirely to the Company of Women. It is this Extreme, which 
fyrnifhes out. the Fribbles and Hiydens for our Stage, two Clas 
raters equally ridiculous and alike to be-avoided! And here I 
cannot help obferving, that the majculine Temper feems to haye 
ar ~~ of late Years ar our Ladies; {% that infead 
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of.scautioning you againft the Afeéation of Cawerdice, which: 
was thé Vice of your Grandmot ‘it will rather be neceflary 
to check that ¢aterprizing Spirit, which fome modern Heroines 
have recommended to the Imsicition of the Towhj,, Inftead of 
Needle-work and other domeftic Amafements,our Nymphs, 
like the Amazons of Antiquity, are ¢mployed in) manly | Exer- 
cifes, fuch as Hunting, Rowing, and many: Cavalitr>Divir. 
fins; as if the humorous Transformation Swift. defcribes to 
have happened the Annus Mirabilis, hail really taken. place: 
But-let me ell you, in the Name of our whale Sex, that. we 
ate difcontentéd at the Encroachments. you are making, upon.us; 
for though the ftiff Formality and affeGted SoftneG.of Women 
if the laft Age: were-aridoubtedly. very. troublefome, yet fure to 
run fuch Lengths)in the contrary. Character is equally faulty. 
And indetd I often divert myfelf -with thinking what a deal of 
Amazement would'be exprefied on: both Sides, if shalf a dozen 
of our Grandmothers were to rifé from their Graves, with 
Riff; rownd cheir Necks, and Nightrails over their Shoulders, 
and be intfoduced at a modern-Rout; how would the young 
Eadies laugh at the prim Looks of .the old, and how. woull) the 
old be fhocked at the licentious Behaviour of their Daughters! 
Re will be moft prudent therefore: to keép the middle Way, 
leaving Primnefs to Juftices Wives.in the Country, afd at the 
fame tine avoiding that extavagant-Fiightinefs. fo much ad- 
thitéd about the Court. a DDE 3 
Where is anéther AffeGation tde common among tine Ladie!, 
} mean the'tréating the whole Race of Mankind, exceptingntle 
gayer Citcles-of Company. about St, “fames’s, with am. injutti- 
frable Coritempt, calling them Brutes, Creatures,’ Nobody oie 
Anos, Bat‘let me tell you, though 1 forefee it will.ocvalion a 
Laugh, there are many good People in the World, whofe Faces 
are ‘not known, or but little in: the polite, A flemblies ‘af the 
| Town, ’Tis'true, a fenfible Man is tendered a more agteeable 
Cermipanion by now and then taking a, View of the Diverfsns 
in Fafhion, but you are not to treat him*as a wild Arab, ‘be 
odufe his Fortune will not permithim togothe Rounds of Ronts 
and Drums, and to be ready to hand you to your Coach at every 
Place of Refort.. There is indeed always a Race of: young Fel 
lows, who from a Vanity of keeping good~Company, javith 
their little Fortunes at once, and thruft themfelves forémoft in 
all ‘public Places; but the conftant Fate of thefe Pretenders ts, 
that after having fluttered afew Years about Town, they wT 
pear at ‘once, and either fy their Country for Debt,’ or make 
théir Exit in aGoal, I have been told, that before the break- 
‘ ing 


es @&. °° 


_ -— el 


=" > - —_— aan a eo ww 4 


Literary andi Hiftorital Reatster, 47. 


ing out of the War, the’ South Parts of France {warmed wit 
thefe fathionable Exiles, whom Poverty had banifhed from their 
native Country: = JT is ©! Yiysh 
But the ‘moft neceflary Advice of all, and which I have re- 
ferved to’ the laft, is that: yow ‘would confider, . the Rart af your 
Life following-Marriage will, in all Probability, be much longer 
than that before it ; and therefore you will hereafter think your 
Time'not ill beftowed in furnifhing yourfelf with fuch Accome 
plifhments, as may not only catch the Affcctions of a Lover, but 
likewife fecure the Efteem of a-Hufband. The Reverfe of this 
‘is true of moft young Ladies, -who fet up Marfiageas the grapd 
Aim of Life, and fo they attain to this, never beftow one ferious 
Thought on what may happen afterwards. It is an»wndifcovered 
Country, through which they truft to Providence to conduct 
them, and fet out on their Journey with great Eagernefs, .un- 
provided of all Neceffaries to fuppott them in it, . Whoever 
will in the leaft attend to the Education of our young Ladies, 
will perceive that almoft the whole of what they are taught 
confifts in a few trifling Accomplifhments, that. concern the 
Perfon merely, and which ufually grow out of Character after 
Marriage. And can we wonder then; that after the Charms 
of Youth are worn off, and thefe little Amufements are become 
improper, they appear not only in the Eyes of their Hufbands, 
‘but of every body, fuch entirely unamiable Creatures, defti- 
tate of €very other Accomplifhmeat that might secommend 
them ? 
Thefe few Sketches of Advice you will perceive to be very 
imperfett, but as they flow from a good Defign, I have too 
- good an Opinion both of your Temper and Underftanding, not 
to believe you will make Alowances accordingly, and your-own 
Obfervation will help to improve thefe Hintsevery Year, That 
‘you may poflefS all the Qualifications Shake/pear gives to his 
“Realind, in thefe excellent Lines : . 


Helen’s Cheeks, but not ber Heart, 
Cleopatra’s Maje/fty, 

Atalanta’s better Part, 
Sad Luctetia’s Mode/ty ; 


> Bhall be the Wifh.and Prayer of 


Your, &c. 


F ff 2 
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| Bani nulla, emalumento ingelion im fede impii. fps 
 POTV0., » Ci. pro, Milone, 


T’,,is the Obfervation of 2 a fanen Auton, chat iHiygn 
ys is infinitely more dangerous -than Vice. .- The 
fon of.this is not hard torbe difcerned, there js fomething 
diftafteful at leaft, if not fhocking in every kind-of Vices and 
therefore he who does not cover, his; Irregularities: with the Veil 
of Diffimulation, will very tarely. do much Mifchief by tis 
Example: but®the Man who has Art enough, to-\concealshis 
dask Intention from the World, and who, wearing,the Ap- 
pearance of Virtue only, that he may enjoy his darling Viceun 
private, which perhaps he could not do, if the, Credit gained 
by. his exterior Behaviour did not put it in, his Power, is 
one of the moft dangerous Creatures in Nature ; .for-while he 
continues concealed, he mifleads and “deceives Numbers into 
Paths, from which they find.it difficult, if nog impoflible. to 
return ; and when he is difcovered he injures the Sous 
of that.Virtue,. to which he pretended, and gives bad Mem an 
Opportunity of infinuating that the human Species are all; of 
a piece; and that at the Bottom one Man is .as.good 4s. ano- 
ther. ‘This, though very abfurd, pafles with the Vulgar for 
a very plaufible Opinion, and finds many .Advocates,to de- 
fend it; though as great a Solecifm in Moralitys.as.it would 
be an Herefy in Religion to maintain, that becaufeSetam has 
fometimes transformed himfelf into an Angel of ,Light;-. there 
fore there is no Diftinétion between Angels and Devils, 

But as the beft Things by Corruption become, the worfe,. fo 
the higher that Quality which the Hypocrite abufes, the-more 
dangerous, and the more deftruétive is the SuccefS he meets 
with in praétifing his Deccit.. He who pretenils.only to com- 
mon Victues, is foon found out; or if he has Skill enoygh ta 
wear his Difguife for any time, "cannot doa great deal of Mi- 
chief ; becaute his Sphere of Aétion is but narrow, and. the 
Number pf his Dupes but few. But it is quite otherwif 
when the Hypocrite moves in a fuperior Orb, and. puts.on ‘the 
Appearance of the moft amiable and exalted. Faculties ; for In- 
ftance, when he empioys his Skill in counterfeiting the Man of Pub- 
lick S)irit, and pafles himfglf perhaps upon. a-\ whole Nation, 
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of at leaft upon a a Body of meee for a who has no- 
thing fo ymuch: at $ ag the Ingereft of Socies in 
fact he bat ye th ferve Sow. A Maneh lares 
himfelf of this or that-Party, or who makes.no Secret of own- 
ingithat' He‘ ainis at‘ipiaking his Fortune, ‘and that he’ is refolved 
to dot St*any ‘Rate; -is indeed avery bad Man, but is not near fo 
dangerous, becaufe People are aware of him, know what_to_ 
thik ‘df Nini, arid-conf&quertly are feldém ata Bofs how to 
ewmihd againft him:*Bue-the falfe Patriot, the artful Pretender. 
re Probity, the’ Man wht''cloaks’ his private Views, , under- 
the foecious Pretence of Publick’ Spirit, is an Enemy fo much- 
the» more ‘hateful, : beeaiifé he paffes for a°Friend. >. = | 

In the Roman Commonwealth,’ the debauched Clediui, and” 
the‘hot-headed Céthegus, could raife Riots, and ftir up tempo- 
rty “Fumults; but they were not capable of thermfelves to 
frame deep or dengerous Confpiracies, like the artful Catiline, 
omthe more artful Ce/ar. The former of thefe was indeed 
a Man of corrupt Morals, and one who was far enough from 
piquing himfelf upon regular or virtuous Behaviour; but <ho’ 
he was a Debauchee in private Life, he was a‘Hypocrite with ~ 
regard to publick Spirit ; and whoever confiders his Charaéter as’ 
drawn'by Tully, -or by Salluft, whoever reads his Speeches, 
will find, that no Body outdid him in the Art of counterfeit-_ 
ing the Patriot, or.in his Pretenfions to the Love of that Com- 
monwealth, which at the Bottom he meant to overtutn. 
The latter too had his Vices, which he did not affe& to con- 
ceal; but in‘reference to the State, he was a very refined Dif- 
fembler, and while he'argued in favour of Moderation, fuggefted 
mild Counfels, and profefled himfelf a Friend to Liberty and ‘to 
the People, he was contriving that Tyranny, which by ‘the dex- 
trous Management of thefe fair Pretences he lived afterwards 
té’ eftablifh, and which though he paid for it with his Life, 
fablitted a long “Time after his Deceate. 

The Defign of thefe Reflections is to give the publick a juft 
Idea of the great Danger that attends being deceived in regard 
t@pablick Spirit, and to expofe all Pretenders to it, without 
any Regard-to Parties, and without the leaft Intention of ferv- 
iff one fide by decrying the other, The greateft Service that 
aft Koneft Man and a good Writer could do at this Junéture, 
Would’ be to put'his Countrymen upon their Guard, and to ex- 
cité fuch a Spitit in the’Nation, as might be able to render every 
Attetnpt of this fort abortive, and put it equally out of the: 
Power of *che® Inftruments of all Parties to oradtife =o 

ge- 
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Credulity “of better Men than theméelvess:and thereby obtain 
fuch '‘Afliftance as is requifice -for the Attainment: of :their_ pri. 
vate? Purpotes; - while .chofe who give it: vainly imagine that 
hen are eoritributing only. to the Service of the-Publick. To 
¢ fach: a-Spirit of .Deteétion ‘as this, might prove the Means 
ef +emoving ‘many-of the Mifchiefs. that we feel ;. and of 
bringing about many of thofe.good Defigns, to which in. their 
‘Turns every Party-amongft as have affected to feem Friends, 
but havefeldom fhewm themfelves fuch, when they had ‘it in 
‘their! Pewer.: If fuch .a Spicit fhould once prevail, it would 
be impolite to impofe either fine Speeches or fair Promifes upon 
Mankind, for the Fruits of true Patriotifm.. The Obfervation 
that is commonly -made in private Life, that fuch as are mof 
free ‘and -moft warm in Profeffions, are feldom the mot 
fincere, is very true when confidered as a Maxim: in Poli- 
ticks.» When Men. have a Turn to ferve by the Favour of 
their-Countrymen, ‘they are extremely. ready in giving the 
ftrongeft Affurances'of their Zeal and, Affe&tion for their Coun. 
try, and without examining whether the popular Notions then 
in Vogue, are well or ill founded, they declare in favour of 
‘them, referving:to themfclves the Liberty of examining them 
more at Leifure; But when this Tura is:once ferved, when 
they have: reaped the Fruits of their Profeflions, and are in 
‘Poffeffion of what they fought, they very feldom think of the 
’ Affurances they gave, or zhe Promifes they made, or at keuft, 
‘think of them only flightly and upon certainOccafions; and if called 
‘or -prefled to a more ferious Canfideration, they are apt 
have Reoourfe to chat tacit Refervation beforementioned, and 
‘to declare that they would have made good thofe Aflurances, 
and performed their: Promifes punQually, but that, they are now 
fatisfied thofe Things. are not for the common Benefit which 
were then thought fo. By fuch Artificesas thefe, Men, :who 
deceive publick Expectations, ftill keep up a Pretence to publick 
Spirit. -« ‘ 

It is eafy to difcern from hence, how great a Misfortune the 
want of this Virtus muft.be toany Nation. For as Juflice 
confifts in rendering to every one his qwn, and doing that to 
others which we with. they fhould do us; fo the very Effence 
ef publick Spirt is-doing Juftice to Society, and poftponing 
wherever they are incompatible the Advantage of a private 
Perfon, or of a few, to the Commodity. of the Publick, Among 
the ordinary and ‘common fort.of People, fublick Spirit is 4 
kind of Enthufiam ; they are educated in the Belief that .they 
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osght to facrifice, cyer'y. shing for. their Countrys-and im chp: 
Simplenefs of thei :houls, they: ate ever ready. to de! thisj 
til they are difcoutaged by the °bad Examiple df. their: Su- 
peridrs. © But. to'Meh of Senfe- and. Reficétien,'., Things 
appear. in another. Light ; they~ fee that the Happiness jof «ine 
dividuals confits inf their living! urider a wellthofa Con 
fimtion ; that this alone preferves Liberty and’ -Prpperty, that 
i, the Power of adding tike Free:Men, dné‘enjoyieg the Fruits 
of induftry: ‘To-fuch,cthe prefersing the: Good-ef- the Whois 
appears in: its trae Light, not as 2 high Piece of Self-Dehial,air 
an'uhintelligible Pafion:for an ikkgreusded: Principle, -but .a6¢ 
ytty rational and “well-eonfidered: Action, ‘by which Met fore> 
go'a. prefent. and a enivial Good for-the Sake’ afta: grtaten, 
whith is no lefs;certain and apparerit to fuch as-haye. the Ga. 
pacity of “diftinguifing. - ‘The Want:theréfore of publick, Spirig 
muft in a ¥ety#hort Space of Time ptoduce very high Incon- 
yeniencies, and bring very great Evils upon Individuals. | de 
muft introduce boundiefs Ambition and - rapacious. Avarice 
among the Great, it muft leffen the ConneGtion between the 
féveral Ranks of People, it will ‘take away all Bowels_of Gom- 
pafion from the Rioh, it will zextirpate’4H Principles. of Re 
fect and Duty among ‘thescommon Peaple.. In a Word, it 
will prove the Bane ‘of Virtue and -Morality, the Source of 
Luxury, Idlenefs, and a total Depravity of Manners. + Under 
fuch Circunaftances. the Machine of ‘Government will foon»be- 
gin to be clegged; and the Expedients-sfed to remove Obftruc- 
tions in one’ part, will ‘créate new -Difetders: in another, till 
in Time the Conftitution is entirly ruined, or {poiled tw 
fuch a Degtee, as obliges thofe .who dive winder ‘it to think of 
pulling’ “it “to. Pieces. : ; : 4 

But with all thefe Mifchiefs and Inconvenienetes, that -mecef- 
farily follow from a’ Want of publiok Spirit, this is idl: buts 
flow and gradual Declenfion, ‘a kind of Chronick Difeafe m-the 
Rody Politick, which when onge difcovered and properly at- 
tended to, may with Certainty, and)in no very Jong Time, 
be cured, There wants nothing. but a reafonable Penetration 
to fied out the Caufe and remove the Efiedéts ; and as in the 
Courfe of Ages there will be always 1a Succeflion ‘of Memef 
true Genius and upright Intention; -fo it is hardly poffiblethac 
fuch a Diftemper fhould arrive at:a very dungerous Height :be- 
fore: Notice is taken of it, and proper Endeavours ufed to:pre- 
Yent its {preading. But where this does happen,..where ifuch 
Men of Genius either turn their Thoughts te other, Subjedts, 
@rare neglected, and treated as Vifionaris When they-etern. their 

Thoughts 
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Thoughts upon this, then that Deftruétion enfues which has 
been before defcribed; and’ the Diftemper beginning to draw 
towards its laft Period, the Symptons muft become more vio- 
lent, and the Cure, if attempted even by the-moft skilful Phy. 
ficians, more difficult and’more impra€ticable; To be fatisfied 
of the Truth of this, and that we may be fure thefe are not 
fpeculative Notions, or fine-fpun Allegories, we need only read 
over carefully the Hiftory of any one Republick, and we fhall 
eafily difcern the Time when the Growth of its Power, and 
flourifsing State of its Affairs, proclaimed the Health and Vi- 
gour of its Conftitution, when untoward Accidents gave fuffi- 
cient Notice of a declining State ; and when Wars ill manag’d, 
and Domeftick Confufions evidently demonftrated, that Redun- 
dancy of Humours, which if not timely and properly difchar- 
ged, produce incurable Difeafes, We thall fee that from time 
to time, right Methods have been taken to draw off thefe, upon 
which the State has recovered, till being weakened by Degrees, 
fhe loft at Jaft that interior Strength neceflary to co-operate 
with the Force of Phyfick. 

The Miftaking falfe publick Spirit. for the true, is a much 
worfe Evil than the Want of it; for if the latter be a Con- 
fumption, the former is a malignant Fever; if one bea kind 
of Lethargy, the other is a downright Madnefs; and if in that 
the Patient is in a dangerous Condition, in this there is great 
Fear that he will haften his own Deftruétion.” But it may be 
demanded, what are‘the Signs of fuch a Miftake, and how 
fhall we diftinguifh between that Zeal which is laudable, and 
that Fury which ought to be detefted ? The thing is not hard 
to fuch as fet heartily about it. True publick Spirit has the 
Whole always in View, and never ferves itfelf at all of Parties; 
whereas falfe publick Spirit fets up the Intereft of a Party for 
the Intereft of Society, and would make Men believe, that if 
2 few are gratified, the whole will be faved of Courfe. True 
publick Spirit is always Conftitutional, exprefles a deep Refpect 
for every Part of the Government, and a profound Submiffion 
to the Laws, Falfe publick Spirit deals altogether in new Pro- 
jets, pours out Contempt upon the Wifdom of our Anceftors, 
and as feldom confiders the Laws, but with an Intent to mend, 
that is, to alter and fuit them to private Purpofes. In fhort, 
true publick Spirit is a rational, moderate, equitable, lega) and 
confiftent Principle, by which Men act fteddily for the Good 
of their Country, for the Sake of the Advantages that mut 
attend it, .with refpect tothe prefent Race and to Pofterity, 
the Profpect and Affurance of which is to them inftead oh 

Reward, 
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Reward. Falfe publick Spirit -is.a :fenfelefs, elamorous, undi- 
tinguifhing, illegal and inconftftche- Humour. of ;puthing .one 
Thing, removing another, changing a third, under Brctence 
of the Service of Society, but in reality: to ferve thofe by whom 
fach as-aré infe€ted with this Temper, happen to- bée™conduct- 
ed; ,' The Man-of publick Spitit is without Ambitions he may 
be ‘content to, exercife Power, -but-he will never covet it; he 
is:free from Avarice, and thinks;it-better to give than to ae- 
ceive; he abhors Corruption, -and- would-no more attempt. to 
wheedle.or bribe his Neighbour out of-his Vote, than he would 
fedace or bargain with his:Neighbour’s Wife to render her-a 
Proftitute. The Pretender to publick Spirit is humble in Ap- 
pearance, but proud at the Bottom; profufe of his Money, that 
he may rae a°Profit from his Profufion ; and one who values 


-himfelf upon the Art of making Men ufeful to him, by pre- 


feffine himfelf ftudious of their Service.. If upon reading thefe 
QObfervations, a Man feels no Emotions in his own Breaft, 
no Senfe of, or Pleafure in the Subjeét, he may depend upon it, 
that he..wants publick Spirit, and that what hetakes fogrit is a 


meer Delufion. 





~ARGUM EN T. 


James Barreaux, defended of one of the mit illuffrious 
* Families of the Rebe in France, was born at Poris inthe Year 
~ ¥602, and having receiv’d an Education fuitablsto' his Rank, 
became remarkable for the Quickne/s of bis Faculties, ‘the EXi- 
vels of his Temper, and his agreeable Behaviqur. He was a: 
Ccuncellor of the Parliament, hut had no greatFurn td Rifi- 
nels; was the Favaurite of Kenry Prince of Conde; welt re- 
seived every where, and confidered in thofe imes asa Wit, and 
@ Man of Pleafure. The only Imputation i i the or- 
dinary Failings of fuch kind of Perfons, that Jhick upon’ the 
Charafter of BARREAUX, was his Libertinifm, and avowed 
Contempt of ‘Religion. About five Years before bis Death, be 
mhde a fudden and very exemplary Change, and*in the Midft 
of thofé Emotions raifed in his Breafl by Repentance and” De- 
‘pair, compofed the following Verfes, which have been Tong ‘re 
garded in Fyance‘as excellent and inimitable, though Yjcherte 
they have net been tranflated into oar Language, **°** * 


Vor, III, Ggg GRAND 
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RAND Dieu! tes jugemens font remplis d’équité ; 
wF Toijours tu prens plaifir a nous étre propice; 
Mais jai tant fait de mal, que jamais ta bonté 
Ne me pardonnera fans choguer ta juftice. 
Qui, mon Dieu, ks grandeur de mon impieté 
Ne laiffe 4 ton pouvoir que le choix du fupplice ; 
Ton intését s oppofe a ma felicité ; 
Et ta clémence méme attend que je periffe, 
Contente ton defir, puisqu’ il t’eft glorieux ; 
Offenfe-toi des pleurs qui colent de mes yeax; 
Tonne, frappe, il eft tems, rends-moi guerge pour guerre, 
J'adore en periffant la raifon qui v aigrit. 
Mais! deffus quel endroit tombera ton tonnere, 
Qui ne foit tout couvert du Sang de Jefus Chrift? 


In Englifh thus: 


Great Gon! thy fudgments are fupremely right, 
And ia thy Creatures Blifs is thy Delight; 

But [ have finn’d beyond the Reach of Grace, 
Nor can thy Mercy yield thy ‘/u/ffice place. 

So bright, my Gon, my crimfon Vices fhine, 

That only Choice of Punifbment is thine, , 

Thy Effnce pure abhors my finful Szate, 

And even, thy Clemency confirms my Fate. 

Be thy Vill done! let, let thy Wrath defcend, 
While Tears like mine, from guilty Eyes offend. 
Dart thy red Bolts, tho’ in the dreadful Stroke 

My Soul hall blefs the Bgtnc I provoke, 

Yet where! O where! can ev’n thy Thunders fall ? 
Curist’s Blood o’er/preads and fbields mz from thew all, 


Th 
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Thee RETROSPECT of LIFE, 


OR 
The ONE THING Vatvaszes, 


I. 


ICHES Chance may take or give 5 
Beauty lives'a Day and dies ; 
Honour \ulls us while we live, 


Mirth’'s a Cheat, and Pleafure flies, 
II. 


Is there Nothing worth our Care ? 

Time and Chante, and Death our Foes, 
If our Foys fo fleeting ate, 

Are we only ty’d to Woes ? 


III, 


Let bright Virtue anfwer, No; 
Her eternal Powers prevail, a 
When Honours, Riches; ceale to flow,’ aI 
And Beauty,. Mirth, and Pleafure fail, 


Verfes to a Lady on her Birtu-Day. 


H E. Couniry Knight, who longs to fly 
From Crowds and Courts, to rural Joy, . 
With Soul on Wing fves Eaffer near, 
Which frees—"till the fucceeding Year, 
Ggg2 
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With Tranfports high, his London Bride 
Sees Dirt and Snow begin to hide 
The Road+—and hopes the Houfe’s Call 
Will qu ckly force them to WHiTE-HALL. 
Each Holy Seafon giads the Heart 
Of School-Bay, eager to depart 
From Books that plague, and Rods that awe, 
To dear Mamma, and dearer Taw. 

What Country La/s but longs to fhine 

On brigtit Muay. Day, as May- Day fine? 

Or what tir’d ’Ptentice doth not hope, 

To fee his feventh long Year elope ? 

And vows to jocund Mirth and Play 

Next Morn, as Freedom’s Holy Day. 

Thus Young and Qid, and Girl and Bo, 

Have each a Day-~and fa have I. 

This, faireft Maid, is dear to Me, 

The Day which blefr’d the World—with Thee, 
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Effai fur les Monndits, on Refldxions fir le Raport entre 
P Argent & les Denreés. A Paris chez J. Coignard & 
de Bure. In Quarto. 


ets Ses 


An Effay upon the different Values of Moneys, and of the 
Proportion between Monty and the Produdés of the 
Earth, «-\ 

11S Book, which is-fulk ofa. M :J:itude of curious Things 

that cannot fail of Being of great Uie in explaining 

an infinite Number of Paflages-in ancient Authors, both ~—_ 
a 
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and Latin, is the Work of M. du Pri de S. Maur, a Gentlee 
man already well known to the learned World, by his excel- 
lent Tranflation into French of Milton's Paradife Loft. Ie 
féems that this learned, induftrious, and judicious Peérfon; who 
isa perfeét Mafter of our Language, fets a great Value upon 
Englifo Literature, and is fo juft as to acknowledge very freely 
the Obligations he lies under to our Authors. The principal 
Object of his Eflay is to fhew the Proportion between the 
Coin of the Ancients and ours, and of the Value of Gold and 
Silver in all “Fimes, when compared with Comnnodities, 

He begins this Work with fome preliminary Queftions, moft 
of which aré tranflatéd from the two famous Treatifes of 
Mr. Locke upon the fame Subje&. Among other Things, he 
lays it down, that Silver is in reality a Merchandize more of 
els plenty at different Times in the fame Place, It rifes and 
falls like other Commodities ; when there is Plenty of it, it finks 
in its Value ; when it becomes fcarce, it rifes. S*'ver confidered 
at a Merchandize, ought to produce Profit or Intereft. This 
Profit or Intereft will naturally rife when there is not a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of Money to drive the Trade of a Nation, 
or to fatisfy the Debts that it has contracted. It is not eafy 
to determine the Quantity of Money which is neceffary to 
dtive the Trade of a Nation, becaufe this does not entirely 
depend upon its Plenty, but upon the Quicknefs of its Cir- 
culation, The Intereft of Money depends upon the Quality of 
Specie compared with the Expence ;. for the Quantity of Silver 
remaining the fame, if the Expence is augmented, the Intereft 
muft alfo augment. The Value of Money is im Proportion 
to that of Commodities, The Value of Commodities is alfo 
in Proportion to the Plenty or Scarcity of Money, &c, 

After difpatching thefe preliminary Queftions which compofe 
thé firft Part of his Work, our Author gives us in his fecond 
Part the Calculation, and Comparifon, that he has’ made ; by 
which he proves, Firft, that. moft Commodities have not 
changed their Price at all. Secondly, T hat fome have fallen’ in 
their Value. Thirdly, He affigns the different Prices of Corh- 
modities. Fourthly, He determines the Proportion between 
the ancient Coin of the Romans, Greeks, and of the French 
Nation,. under their firft and fecond Race of Kingss to the 

ey current under. the third Race; and he continues this 
Comparifon down to the prefent Times. In order to find the 
Proportion that has fubfifted between Money and Commodities, 
orrather Provifions, he confines himfelf chiefly to the Sepfier 
de Paris, a fixed. Meafure, the Weight of whieh he has de- 
termined, 
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termined, He next examines the Prices of Corn from 1734, 
to 1742, from whence. he concludes, that at a Medium, this 
Meafure has been fold for eighteen Franks, .This Price once 
fixed ferves him for a Rule, and having fearched abundance of 
old Recofds and Regifters to come at the Price of C.rn an 
Age and half ago, he has found, that the mean Price for ten 
Years together was about a third Partof a Mark of Silver, which 
is pretty near the Value of eighteen Franks at this Day. 

In order to render this more intelligible to the Engli/h Reader, 
it is neceflary to obferve, that the Septier of Paris, holds two 
hundred forty-four. Pounds of Corn, the Frank or Livre is 
now worth about ten Pence, and the AZaré of Silver, is eight 
Ounces or two Thirds of a Pound Troy. If upon thet 
Principles we run over our Author’s Calculation a fecond 
‘Time, we fhall find it very agreeable to what he has ad- 
vanced, According to his Calculation, the Septier of Paris is 
worth about fifteen Shillings. of our Money ; but one bundred 
and fifty Years ago, the fame Qnantity was worth one Thirdof 
a Mark of Silver, that is, taking Silverat five Shillings and ‘Six. 
pence pet Ounce, fourteenShillings and Eight-pence of our Money, 

Our Author obferves, that with refpec& to his Computation; 
we are to except the Times of Plague, Famine, War, Sieges; 
and other Galamities, when from the Nature of Things: all 
kinds of Provifion, but. more efpecially: Corn, muft bear a 
very advanced Price, and therefore does not fall within the 
Compas of his Calculation. He next examines in the fame 
manner the Price of an Ox, a Horfe, a-Calf,. a Sheep, &, 
and from thence he concludes, that in paying. Workmen or Lae’ 
bourers, they did not give them any thing lefs formerly than 
now ; or, which comes to the fame thing, if we give them more 
Money now, they cannot purchafe therewith more of the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life than they could then, and confequently theit’’ 
Condition of Life has been pretty much the fame, notwith- 
ftanding the common Opinion which prevails fo ftrongly to the 
contrary. f 

In comparing the actual Produce of Lands, with the Price 
for which they: were Jet in 1514, he fhows, that they are let 
at pretty mear the fame Rate now, and that confequently fuch 
as have kept their Lands, are not much richer or poorer upon 
that Account. The Author obferves, that a Mark of Silver, 
tho’ it is now at a very .high Price, has not operated equally 
upon all Commcdities, fo as:toraife their Value in Proportion; 
of which he gives a very remarkable Inftance in Sugar, that 
fold in the Year 1595, at Paris, for twenty. Pence a Pound;» 
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whereas in 1740 it fold for fixteen Pence. And from otheg 
Inftances of the fame Natore he concludes, that Plenty of 
Provifions is a greater Blefling to any Country than Plenty of 
Money. In this no doubt he advances nothing but what 
is ftrily conformable to Truth ; for the abundance of Pro- 
vifions is a Good that reaches to every Member of Society ; 
whereas an abundance of Money may he attended with fuch 
Circumftances as fhal render Part of a Nation too rich, at the 
fame Time that another Part are left in the loweft State of 
Indigence. It is very clear from hence, that Induftry is the 
fole political Source (if I may fo. fpeak) of Happiness; for 
where Multitudes are rich without Labour, the bad Effeéts of 
— Luxury may prove more pernicious than Poverty it- 

If. 

The Author next proceeds to enquire, how great a Part of 
the Country of France i§ cultivated and produces Corn, and 
having laid down very rational Grounds for his Conjeétures, 
hz: pronounces it as probable in his Opinion, that all the Ara- 
ble Lands in France may yield about thirty-feven Miliions of 
Septiers. Upon this Calculation he proceeds to inquire into the 
Number of Inhabitants, which he determines to be between 
ten and twelve. Millions, and that from thefe Reafons: He 
concludes from Experience, that thirty Millions of Septiers of 
Corn are neceflary for the Subfiftance of ten Millions of Peo- 
ple for one Year; it follows from thence, that as the beft Har- 
veft will furnifh only enough for fifteen Months, and a bad 
Harvelt for no more than ten, twelve Millions of People may 
live upon the Produce of France in a tolerable Degree, one Year 
with another, It may not be amifs to obferve, that this Com- 
putation of our Author’s does not by any means agree with 
the Refult of the aétual Numeration of the People in that 
Kingdom by the King’s Orders, by which they were faid to 
be found very near twenty Millions of Souls. 

Our Author very fuily proves, that the raifing the Price of 
Provifions is occafioned by the augmenting of Subfidies, as well 
as.from the Variation of Money ; fo that it is not the Farmer, 
or the Proprietor of the Land, who bears the Burden of all 
the Impofitions, but the People who purcha‘e Provifions, and 
that the former-bear no other Share of this Load, than as they 
confume a Part themfeives: So that almoft all the Ex ence of 
the State is borne by fuch as live upon their Rents or incomes, 
in whatever way they arife. His Reafoning upon this H ad is 
very juft, and very conclufive ; and 2$ it is founded upon very 
gertain and invariable Principles, it will hold with refpect to 
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other Nations ; and therefore his Book may be confidered asa 
Treatife of political Arithmetic, which may be of great Service 
to fuch as employ their Thoughts in thefe kinds of Speculations; 
which, by the way, took their Rife in this Country, and were 
originally methodized and put into Order by the famous Sir 
William Petty, whe may be fliled the Father of this kind of 
Learning, and who carried it to a very furprizing Height. 

The next Subject that falls under the Confideration of this 
ingenious Writer, is aa Enquiry into the Proportion that fub- 
fifted between Provifions and Money, under the firft and fecond 
Race of the French Kings, and which is full of very uncom- 
mon Learning, and muft have coft him incredible Labour and 
Pains. He afterwards explains the Value of the different kinds 
of Money in Ule among the Romans, and their Proportions 
with refpe& to Provifions ; after which he enters into a Com- 
parifon of the Pay received by an old Roman Soldier, and that 
of a French Soldier at this Day, which is both curious and in- 
ftructive. He very fully proves, that the former amounted to 
the feventy-fecond Part of a Mark of Silver, and was the 
fixtieth Part of the Price of a Septier of Corn, and that the Pay 
of a French Soldiey amounts only to the two hundred and 
twentieth Part of a Mark of Silver, and the feventy-fecond 
Past of the Price of a Septier of Corn; whence he concludes, 
that Provifions were three times and a half cheaper in thofe 
Days than in ours, He grounds thefe Calculations upon fixing 
the Mark of Silver at fifty-four Livres, and the Price of the 
Septier of Corn at eighteen Livres, “Fhe Engii/h Reader there- 
fore may make ufe of his Principles with great Eafe and Readi- 
nefs in Computations of the fame Nature, with refpect to com- 
paring the prefent State of both Nations, the Difference of the 
Pay of the Troops, or a thoufand other Fhings of the like 
kind, 

In the third Part, the Author treats of the Alterations that 
have happened from time to time in the Value of a Mark of 
Silver, He determines the Proportion between the French 
Mark and the Weights of other Nations. He difcourfes of the 
Weight, Finenefs, and other Qualities of the French Money. 
In fine, he gives us a Table of the Price of a Mark of fine 
Silver confidered as Merchandize, and on the other Side the 
Value of the fame Mark of Silver as it comes out of the 
Mint. 

The fourth Part confifts of Tables of the Variations that have 
happened in all kinds of Provifions, fuch as Wines, Wheat, 
Barley, Rye, Oxen, Fowl, rc. for five hundred Years, which 

Tables 
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Tables are continued down to 1745. There is no doubt but 
many People will think our Author has employed a great deal 
of Pains, and has fpent a greatdeal of ‘Time to very little Pur- 
pofe, But even fuch as think fo, muft at the fame tinie admire 
his Patience ; and others, who know how to ule and to apply 
his Obfervations, will beftow upon him and his Work all the 
Praifes that they juftly deferve. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 
The Hiftory, Prefent State, and Political Interefts of 


SarpDiInia, &c, 


§ foon as the King found himfelf in fome meafure free 
from thofe Troubles and Difputes, with which his Reign 
had hitherto been embarraffed, he fet about the Execution of a 
Projet which had been long floating in his Mind; in fhort, he 
compiled, or caufed to be compiled under his Direétion, a com- 
pleat Code or Body of Law for the Ufe of his Subjects, which 
he ordered to be publifhed in 1723, by which he in a great 
meafure freed his People ftom trivial and vexatious Suits, and 
from the running into a tedious Length of fuch as were more 
neceflary. It is certain that he had projected other Regulations, 
and feemed wholly bent upon fuch Meafures as might tend to 
the Improvement of his Country, and to better the Condition 
of his People, when he found himfelf under a'Neceffity of taking 
avery extraordinary Step, which however it is highly probable 
he had very maturely confidered before he took it, though he 
was fo fecret therein, that nobody either in his own Country, 
or in any of the Courts of Europe, ‘had the leaft Intelligence 
thereof, before it appeared in the Gazette of Turin. 

This fingular and furprifing Meafure was the Refignation of 
his Crown in Favour of his Son the Prince of Piedmont. He 
was moved thereto from various Confiderations, but particu- 
larly three. In the firft Place he found himfelf fo extraordi- 
narily preffed, by the Emperor on one Side, and by France and 
her Allies on the other, that he could fcarce determine with 
himfelf which Side to take, and therefore inclined to make a 
Chafm in the Governmeut, rather than take either, in hopes of 
gaining Time for his Succeflor. He was fenfible in the fe- 

Vex. UL. Hibh cond 





422 Th MUSEUM: Or the 


cond Place, that many Reafons might be alledged againft the 
Execution of feveral Schemes he had formed, in relation for 
the moft part to the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Government of 
his Dominions, which he judged might be better managed by 
his Son. .He was thirdly, much worn with the continual Fi 
tigues of a long and aétive Reign, and was defirous therefore 
of a few Years of Repofe with the Countefs St, Sedafian, 
whom he married when a private Man, and retired with her 
to Chamberry in Sava. This Refignation took Place in the 
Month of September 1730; it was made with great Solemnity, 
in the Prefence not only of the great Minifters of his Court, 
but alfo of ‘almoft all the Nobility and Perfons of Diftin&ion 
in his Dominions, He referved to himfelf an Annuity of one 
hundred and fifty thoufand Livres per Aun, and having re- 
commended Moderation to his Son, and Fidelity to his Sub- 
je€ts, refigned his Crown with the utmoft Appearance of $a- 
tisfaction, 
CHARLES EMANUEL bis Son and Suecel. 
for, mounted the Throne which his Father had quitted ‘in 
the Flower of his Age, being then in his thirtieth Year, 
He had married in the Year 1722, a Princefs of the Houfe of 
Newburgh, and upon her Demife he married in 1724, a Pria- 
cels of Heffe Rhinfelds. He had given great Hopes from his moft 
tender Years, of making a mild ag@ gracious, as well as a gal- 
Jant and wife Prince; and at his"Entrance into the Govern- 
nient, he met with fo many and fo unexpected Croffes, that Po- 
ferity will learn with Wonder, how he extricated himfelf from 
them without, Blemifh to his Charaéter, and without Preju- 
dice,to his Adminiftration. In fhort, the old King at the bn 
ftigation of the, Lady he had married, grew diffatishied with his 
private Condition, and began to form Defigns of refuming his 
Dignity, which he profecuted in a manner fuitable to fo wild 
and inconfiftent a Proje&, and to the Character ef the Perfon 
at whofe inftanee he was weak enough to attempt it. The 
young King acted a very wife and difcreet Part, he cailed to- 
gether the great Officers of State and the Nobility, and hav- 
ing acquainted, them with the Neceffiry he was under to {e- 
cure his Father’s Perfon, he demanded their Advice ; and they 
were unanimoufly of Opinion, that as well for the Sakeof 
his Subjeéts as himfelf, he fhould continue to adminifter Affairs 
with the fame Spirit, Geconomy, and Prudence, which he had 
thowa from the Time he mouated the Throne. In following 
their Advice, he fhewed himfelf a true Father to his Country; 
for there is nothing more certain, than that it was with the 
-utmoft Reluétance and Concern, that he took the only Mea- 
fure 
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fure that was left for him to take, that ,of confining the old 
King to his Palace at Montcaler, where he remained to the 
Day of his Death, which was the laft of O@fober 1732, 
in the fixty-feventh Year of his Age, But. if the Situation 
of his Affairs at Home was uneafy and perplexed, the Concerns 
hehad with foreign Courts, were not at all lefs embarrafled, 
The Imperial Court had afforded many Occafions to his Father 
of Complaint ; and thofe Occafions were not removed under 
the Reign of the Son. 

His Sardinian Majefty acquainted the late Earl of Effex, then 
the Britifh Minifter at his Court, with the Nature of his Griev- 
ances, and the Reafons which led him to fufpect that they 
were not very fincere at Vienna, in refpect to the Conceffions 
that had been made him, the rather becaule that all the Ti- 
tles and Records of the Moentferrat, which was yielded to 
him by Treaty, were witheld ; and he could not help regard- 
ing this, and the forming fome Pretenfions upon certain Di- 
ftrict:, as if they were dependant on the Dutchy of Mile:, 
as Signs that he was no longer to retain the Pofleffion, than 
till fome iait Opportunity offered of refuming them. The 
Britifh Court laboured earneftly with his Imperial Majefty and 
his Minifters, to remove thefe Obftacles, to a clofe and Cordial 
Alliance with the Court of Turin; but that Dilatorinefs which 
had been but toe obfervable on all fuch Occafions, hindered 
them from taking thofe Steps which perhaps they were in- 
clined to: take, and which might probably have “given his 
Sardinian Majefty Satisfaction, But while they were nego- 
ciating and trying a variety of Methods, to oblige this Prince 
to let fall fome of his Pretenfions, the general Affairs of 
Europe took fuch a Turn, as was by no Means favourable 
to their Views. 

In the beginning of the Year 1733, died King Augu/tus of 
Poland, which as we have fhewn elfewhere, gave Occafion 
toa Rupture between the Houfes of Au/fria and Bourbon, and 
together with the ili Conduct beforementioned, gave the latur 
an Opportunity of detaching his Sardinian Majefiy entirely 
from the Former. In purfuing this extraordinary Meafur, 
that Monarch aéted with all the Secrecy and Addrefs which 
have been the conftant CharaGterifticks of his Adminiftration. 
He figned on the twenty-fixth of September, with the Marquis de 
Vaugranant, an offenfive and defenfive Alliance with France, 
to which Spain afterwards acceded. The true Defign of this 
wife Prince in making this Treaty, was that exprefied in his 
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Manifefto, viz. réftoring the Ballance of Piwer in Italy ; where 
he thought the Houle of Awffria had acquired too great an 
Afcendancy. ° Te is at leaft certain, that many ‘of the Jtalian 
Potentates had juft Reafon to complain of the Conduct of the 
Court of Vienna ;and that notwithftanding this, their Com- 
plaints were very little regarded, which, joined to his own par- 
ticular Grievances, induced his Sardinian Majefty to believe 
that if the Plan laid’ down in this Alliance could be carried ‘into 
Execution, the Affairs of /taly would not only be put into a better 
Condition for the prefent, but that all Things might be pro- 
perly fettled on a right and folid Bafis for the future. When 
the French Army began to pas the Aips, Count Thaun, at that 
Time Governor of Milan, was fo little apprized of the true 
State of Things, that he offered ‘his Sardinian Majetty all 
the Affiftance in his Power, to impede their Paflage; to 
which the King anfwered coldly, That they did mot come as 
Enemies. 

Marthal Villars commanded the French Armv, and his Sar- 
dinian Majefty having joined his Troops, the Conqueft of the 
Milanefe was very foon atchieved, ‘The King made thisCam- 
paign in Perfon, as‘ he likewife did the next Year ; but the 
Queen falling dangeroufly ill, he was conftrained to return to 
Turin in the latter End of the Month of ‘fune 1734, and 
during his Abfence, was fought the famous Battle of Parma. 
Count Merct commanded the Imperialifts ; he was extremely 
ill of the Gout, but that did not hinder his taking Poft on 
the Right of the firft Line of his Infantry in his armed Chair, 
where with great Coolnefs and Intrepidity he gave his Ov 
cers till he was mortally wounded. The French General was 
Monfiear de Ccign’, who having been lately deceived by the 
Imperialifis paffing the Oglio, and penetrating into the Par- 
mefan, which he thought impracticable ; he was the mcre con- 
cerned to recover his Reputation by gaining a Battle. ‘Ths 
rendered the Difpute very obftinate and very bloody ; ‘for fome 
People fay, that there never was an Aéction in which the Bu- 
finefs was determined by fmall Arms that lafted lonyer than 
this, except the enfuing Battle at Gua/ffalla. 

The /mperialifs were obliged to retire ; but Prince Lewisof 
Wirtemberg, who fucceeded Count Merci-in his Command, 
brought his Forces in very good Order to Reggio, and the pre- 
fent Field-Marfhal Count Koningfegg coming to take the Com- 
mand, it was not long before he made the French fenfible ot 
his fuperior Capacity ; for on the fifteenth of September 17345 
he pailed the Sccchia, furpriged 2 part of the French Arm), 
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and obliged Marfhal Broglio, who was a Horfe-Officer, and 
ought to have known. the Fords better, to make his Efcape 
without his Breeches, ‘This brought on the Battle of Guaffalla, 
which was fought on the rgth, and therein the King of Sar- 
dinia commanded in Perfon. He had already gained.a great 
Charaéter in publick and private Life. . He was the Father of 
his Family and of his People, enjoyed in his Court sic Plea- 
fures of a regular and amiable Oeconomy, at the: fame Time 
that he was revered and adored by his Subjects; he had fhow- 
ed a Reach in Politicks much fuperior to his Age, but his Be- 
havidur in the Battle of Guaftalla ob{cured all that he had hi- 
therto performed ; and the Splendor of that Viétory, which 
was entirely owing to his Courage and his Conduét, threw 
his former great Aétions into Shade, and all Europe rung now 
with his Praifes as a Hero. 

In the Beginning of the next Year died his Queen, which 
however did not hinder the King from appearing again in the 
Field, where Count Koning/egg tound himfelf obliged to yield to 
the great Superiority of the Allies, and the Skill of the Spa- 
nifb General the Duke de Montemar, one of the ableft. Profi- 
cients in the Art.of War then in Europe. All the /mperialifts 
had to do was to preferve their laft Stake, the important 
City and Fortrefs of Mantua, and this they did till the Preli- 
minaries were fettled and figned at Vienna. On this Occafion 
his Sardinian Majefty had a convincing Proof of the Steddi- 
nef, good Faith, and upright Intention of the Court of France, 
for the Britifh Miniftry having concerted with the Court of 
Vienna a Plan of Peace, by which Tortona and the Tortonexe, 
Novara and the Novarefe, together with the Vigevana/que weie 
to be detached from the Dutchy of Milan, aud annexed for 
ever to Piedmont ; the French Court, by aclandeftine Negotia- 
tion, deprived him of one of thee Diftri€ts, and only left him 
his Choice of the-other two, in which Situation he pitched 
upon the former. Thefe Preliminaries were ficned OdZober 3, 
1735, and were in every refpect favourable to France, inju- 
rious to her Allies, fatal to the Houfe of /u/ffria, and deftru- 
‘tive of the Peace of Europe. 

By them, under Colour of King Staniflaus’s Right to the 
Crown of . Poland, France obtained Lorrain tor herfelf, contrary 
to repeated Declarations, that fhe meant to gain nothing by 
this War ; for this, Spain was obliged to give ‘Tufeany as an 
Equivalent, and Parma and Placentia were alfo yielded to the 
Emperor in lieu of Sici‘y and Naples. The King of Sardinia 
well underftood the ill Ufage he had met with, and faw clear- 
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ly how little he had to hope in favour of the Ballance of Jtaiy, 
from cither the Juftice or the Policy of the Houfe of Baurbsmn, 
But the Preliminaries being figned, there was no drawing back, 
and therefore he acceded to them on the 16th of Augu/t 1730, 
at Turin, fully fatisfied, that he had expofed his Pe:fon and 
his Dominions, only to aggrandize a Power already but too 
formidable to all its Neighbours, and particularly fo to him. 

It was from this Time that his Majefty purfued with ,the 
greateft Steddinefs his original Syttem of preferving to the ut- 
moft of his Power the Ballance of Jtaly, by preventing the In. 
croachments of either of the two great Families, whofe Quar- 
rels have fo long difturbed the Peace of that Country, and 
indeed of all Europe. I call it the original Syftem of this 
Prince, becaufe it was really what he aimed at by this War; 
fo that when our minor Politicians glance at his Inconftancy, 
and affeét to be witty upon his having been on both Sides, they 
fhoot very wide of the Mark, for he never was but on one, 
I one, mean by his own natural, rational, and invariable Intereft, 
that of the Ballance, from which his Wifdom will never allow 
him to depart, and which it is hoped his other heroic Qualities 
will always enable him to fuftain. It is not however to be ex- 
pected that this Difpofition fhould bind him infeparably to either 
of thofe Houfes; his Principle is Independency, not for himfelf 
only, but for the other Powers of Italy, whofe Caufe he fights 
as well as his own ; and this is not his Intereft fingly but ours; 
and therefore he is, with great Propriety, ftiled our natural, 
as from his unalterable Steddinefs to the common Caufe he is 
with equal Propriety called our faithful Ally. But to return 
from Reflections to Hiftory. 

At the preffing Inftances of his Subjedts he confented toa 
third Marriage, and in the Month of March 1737, efpouled 
the Princefs Elizabeth Therefa, Sifter to the prefent Emperor, 
then Duke of Ju/cany, a Princefs who. joined all the Accom- 
plifhments that are amiable in her Sex, to all the Virtues that 
were requifite to adorn her high Station. She made her Entry 
into Turin on the 22d of the Month laft mentioned ; and as 
there never was a Marriage more agreeable to the Maxims of 
true Policy, fo never was there any more happy with refpect to 
the Parties themfelves ; for with regard to the Conjugal Svate, 
it mvay without Flattery be affirmed, that their Sardinian Ma- 
jefties were a Model to their Subjeéts. On the 3d of May, 
17 39, his prefent Imperial Majefty, at that time Great Duke 
of Tujcany, made a Tour to Turin, where he was received with 
all the Refpect and Affection imaginable, 
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A little after, the definitive Treaty of Peace was proclaimed 
there. I mentiont his particularly, becaufe it was attended 
with a Declaration from the King of Sardinia, by which it 
plainly appeared that fome Doubts had been ftarted about the 
Town of Saravaila, whether it was to be regarded as a part 
of the Tertemef2 or not ; and from thence it alfo appeared, that 
the Records beforementioned were not even then delivered up, 
but the King figns upon an exprefo Condition, that they fltou 
be delivered to him in fix Months Time, purfwant to the 
Treaty of 1703. This very clearly fhews how much Rea- 
fon this Prince has had to aét with great Caution and Cir- 
cum{pection, with refpeét to whatever Ceffions have been made 
him fince ; but with Regard to the Uprightnefs of his Inten- 
tion, and his fincere Defign of maintaining the refpedctive 
Powers in July in the juft Enjoyment of their Rights, no 
part of his Conduét has given the leaft Caufe to doubt it. 

After the Death of the late Emperor Charks VI. when 
Spain was determined to pufh her Pretenfions in aly ¥ Force, 
and had alfo fecured the Affiftance of France for that Purpofe ; 


no Stone was left unturned to bring his Sardinian Majefty into 
their Meafures, and Threats and Promifes were employ’d with 
all the Addrefs of which their ableft Minifters were capable, 
and yet to no manner of Purpofe. We are however to con- 


fider, that at this Time his Majefty’s Affairs were in a very 
embarrafled Situation, the Queen of Hungary was pafhed to 
the utmoft in Germany, her Forces weak in Ital, and as yet 
there was no Treaty of Subfidy fettled with Great Britain. On 
the-other Hand, the Duke of Modena was actually arming in 
favour of the Spaniards, they fucceeded perfectly in their projeét- 
ed Defcent upon the Coaft of Tujcany, and the Neapolitan Forces 
were ready. to join them, when there was juft Reafon -to fear 
that France would aét on the other fide. 

In thefe perplexed Circumftances the King of Sardinia thew- 
ed himfelf equally firm and prudent. He was determined to 
a& in favour of the Queen of Hungary; but in fuch a Situation 
of Things, it was not either requifite or convenient that he 
fhould declare his Intention. He publifhed therefore a Mani- 
fefto afferting his own Rights to the Dutchy of Milan, which 
he laid down as the Foundation for his defending that Country 
againft a Spanifh Invafion, Soon after this he entered the Duke 
of Medena’s Dominions, and upon his Serene Highnefs’s re- 
fuling to difarm his Troops, and retiring to the Spanifh Ar- 
my, his Majefty made no Difficulty of reducing rn 
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and Mirandola by Force, and by a wife and well-contluéted 
Oppofition, forced the Spanifh Army under the Dude de Mon- 
temar to retire towards the Frontiers of Naples, But the Spa- 
niards having another Game to play, and marching another 
Army through the South of France, the King found it necef- 
-fary to return to Turin to provide for the Defence of his 
Country on that Side; and this he did fo effectually, that. the 
Enemy after attempting to force his Retrenchments at Villa 
Franca, were obliged to abandon their Defign of penetrating 
thro’ theCountry of Nice ; and alfo they were defeated in another 
Attempt they made through the Valley of Barcelmette. _ It is 
true that in the Winter they fell upon the Dutchy of Savy, 
and made themfelves Mafters of it ; but the King foon drove 
them out again, and covered that Country till towards the 
Clofe of the Year, when by Dint of fuperior Force they be- 
came Mafters of it again. 

By this Time the Face of Affairs was fomewhat chang’d 
in Europe, and his Sardinian Majefty was more at Liberty to 
avow his real Intentions; which when he found himfelf f- 
cure of being fupported by his Allies, he did without Scru- 
ple, and his Troops had a very confiderable Share in the 
famous Battle of Campo Sante, which was fought in Februa- 
ry 1743, in which Count A/premont who commanded his 
Forces in Chief, loft his Life. It is very true, that after the 
Court of Vienna thought fit to recall Marfhal Traum, and fend 
Prince Lobkowitz towards the Frontiers of Naples, his Ma- 
jelty did not appear extremely vigorous in fuppofting that 
Meafure ; but the Reafon is very plain, and was no other than 
this, that he fufpected his own Dominions would be again 
attacked, as they accordingly were in the moft unfufpected 
Seafon of the Year, by the French and Spaniards in Conjunc- 
tion. His Majefty took the Command of the Army, upon 
this Occafion, in Perfon, in the Month of Ofober ; and tho’ 
he was feized with a violent Celd, fo that his Head and Face 
were {welled to a great Degsee, yet he vilited his Retrenchmenis 
himfelf, and contribuied not a litle by his Prefence to the De 
feat of the Enemy at the Village of Pont, where they lof 
five thoufand of their beft Troops, and were obliged to a 
bandon ali Hopes of penetrating into Predmont for that Year. 

It was about this Vime that his Serdinian Majefty, as the 
ftrongeft Proof of his conftant and unalterable Refojution to fup- 
port the common Caufe, and preferve the Auffrian Dominions ia 
italy, concluded with that Princeis and his Britannick Majelly 
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thé famous Treaty of Vorm:;, the only clear and expi.c't “Hiance 
that has been entered into finse the War began; by the eighth 
Article of which he obtained certain Conceffions in return for 
what he had already done, and in confideration of what by that 
Treaty he undertook to do, and which he has fince moft pun@tu- 
ally and faithfully perform’d: By the ninth Article the Queen 
of Hungary yielded to him any Right fhe might have in the 
Marquifate of Fizal, then in the Pofieflion of the Genvefe, who 
are to receive an Equivalent for it, and exclufive of the general 
Beriefit that was to refult to all /taly from its being made a free 
Port, and from its opening a Communication by Sea to the Do- 
minions of his Sardinian Majefty, who from the Terms of this 
very Treaty became the perpetual Protector of the Jtalian Liber- 
tis: By the tenth Article it was agreed, that no Peace or 
Truce fhould be made till his Majefty was reftored to thofe parts 
of his Dominions, vi which he had been difpoffeft by the common 
Enemies. 

There.is no doubt that the Advantages ftipulated in’ favour of 
this Prince by the Treaty before mentioned were very ‘confider- 
able ; but when it is remembred that he had already dearly earn’d 
them, that what was ftipulated was as much for the good of the 
common Caufe as his own,and that after lofing a great Part,he was 


‘ftill to risk all the reft of his Dominions in defence of this Caufe ; 


itis impoffible for any fenfible Man to think that what was 
granted him was too much, It is the more neceflary toclear up 
thefe Points, becaufe many Mittakes have been made about them, 
and becaufe without having a right Idea of them, it is impoffible 
this Subje& fhould be thoroughly underftood. There is another 
Circumftance which we muft not pais over in Silence,. and it is 
this, that‘at the very Time the King of Sardinia concluded this 
Treaty, he was offered higher Terms in refpect to his private 
Advantage by the French and Spaniards ; which fhows the Im- 
portance of hisF riendfhip, & proves the Reafonablenels of granting 
him a juft Equivalent for the extraordinary Expeaces to which 
“he is put, by adhesing to this Caufe, There were however 
fome Difficulties made in the Execution of this Treaty,but.they 
were at lait got over, and his Majefty reaped the Benefit of it in 
its full Extent, fo far as depended upon the Queen of Hungary. 
The Campaign of 1744 afforded new Proofs of his Sar- 
dinian Majefty’s Abilities, and of the Significancy of his 
Friencfhip. In the very Beginning of the Year, the Sjanifh 
and French Army commanded by the Infant Don Philip, and 
the Prince of Conti, aflembled on the Frontiers, and as foon 
as the Seafon would permit paffed the Yarr, and tcok Poflefiton 
Vor. Ill lii of 
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of the Town of Nice, upon the firft of April. His Sardinian 
Majefty’s Fo-ces, under the Command of the Marquifs de Suza, 
remained in the Retrenchments thrown up in the Neighbour. 
hood of Montalban, where, on the 22d of the fame Month, 
the Enemy attacked them, and bought at a very dear Rate 
(viz. the Lofs of fix thoufand Men, exclufive of Officers) a 
very {mail Advantage. But however, this enabled them to 
penetrate into Piedmont, and to lay all the Country wate in 
their Paflage ; and yet they found fo many Difficuities in this 
Expedition, that when they feemed to have in a manner ac- 
complifhed it,they were glad to abandon all they had taken rather 
than venture a Battle; and turning off into the French Fron- 
tiers, took the Rout of Chateau Dauphine, which in five feve- 
ral Attacks from the 17th to the agth of Fuly, they could 
hardly mafter; after which however, they reduced Demant, 
and fo forced a Paffage on that Side into Piedmont, in which 
Country they lived with all the Humanity and Politenefs of 
Tartars. 

As late as it was in the Year, they befteged the Fortrefs of 
Coni, in which there was a fmall Garrifon commanded by 
Baron Leutrum, who notwithftanding defended it with the 
utmoft Refolution, and interrupted the Progrefs of the Befiegers 
by fuch well-timed and fuch well-concerted Sallies, as gave 
the King his Mafter time to come to his Relief, which he at- 
tempted the zoth of September with great Intrepidity, attack- 
ing the Spaniards and French in their Lines, which however 
were fo well defended, that he retired with fome Lofs, but 
not without finding an Opportunity of letting the Governor 
know, that he would very foon adventure another Engage- 
ment ; for which however there was no Occafion, fince the 
French after a general Storm, in which they loft near three 
thoufand Men, found themfelves in no Condition to carry on 
the Siege, and therefore raifed it on the 1gth of OGober fol- 
Jowing, burying at their Departure many Pieces of Cannon, 
_and fuffering in their Retreat to fuch a Degree, that not one 
half of their Army return’d into France. 

In 1745, the Spani/hb and French Courts having concerted 
Mealures with the Republick of Genea, made very lictle doubt 
of overwhelming the King of Sardizia, more efpecially as they 
were certain that the Prujfians would employ the whole Forces 
of the Queen of Hungary fufficiently in Germany ; neither at 
the Beginning was it at all unlikely that they fhould have fuc- 
ceeded to the urmoft of their Withes, fince they had by a vatt 
Superiority, penetrated through the Dominions of Gensa as 

they 
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they propofed, united all their Forces, which hitherto they 
never had been able to effeét, and having received their Auxi- 
liaries and a Train of Artillery from Genoa, began to aitack 
the moft confiderable Places in his Sardinian Majefty’s Domi- 
nions, fuch as Zortona, Alexandria, Fc. which were fo well 
defended, that before they could be reduced, the Army ot the 
two Crowns was leffened by a Third. All this Time the 4u- 
frans were acting upon the Defenfive, Things had taken a very 
bal Turn in Germany, and the Rebellion was at its greateit 
Height here. 

In fuch Circumftances, and after a Battle which brought 
their Forces within Sight of Turin, the French undertook a new 
Negotiation with his Sardinian Majefty, in the Courfe of which 
they made him greater Promifes than ever, and at laft offered 
him his own Terms; but the King remained firm to his En- 
gagements, and fhewed the fame Ain vity, Diligence, and Spirit, 
as in the former Campaigns, 

In the Spring of the fucceeding Year, when the Circum- 
fances of the Queen of Hungary allowed her to reinforce her 
Armies in Italy, his Majefty very early exerted himfelf, ‘and by 
a moft furprizing Stroke of military Courage and Condutt, 
drove the French out of moft of the Places they had taken in 
his Territories, and afterwards joining the 4uffrian Army, 
fhut them up in the City of Placentia. This bro ght on the 
famous Battle, of Rottoffredo, in’ which they opened a Paf- 
fige for their Flight out of Jtaly, abandoning Genoa to the Re- 
fentment of her Enemies, and retiring with Precipitation into 
Frence, whither they were foon followed by the Allics. 

His Sardinian Majefty took this Opportunity of availing him~- 
felf of his good Fortune, by reducing Savona and Final, which 
are ftill in his Poffeffion. Thefe glorious and inconteftable Proofs 
of his Wifdom, Valour and Probity, have this very Year re- 
ceived a noble Addition, by the almoft incredible Victory gained 
at Exilles, by which the beft-laid Plan the French and Spanifh 
Generals ever drew has been entirely difconcerted, and the 
Flames of War have been hindred from fpreading again into 
Italy. This Account, concife as it is, fufficiently demonftrates 
the Power of his Sardinian Majefty, and the Truth of what we 
at firft laid down, that it is racural the Ballance of Jtaly thould 
be held by him. His Interefts feem to direé, the Situation 
of his Country demands, and even without the leaft Sufpicion of 
Flattery, we may add, the Condu& of the prefent King deferves 
it, Whatever Addition of Territory he receives from any Quar- 
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ter, is not more an Acquifition to him, than to the common 
Caufe; and. we have Reaicn to wifh his Power increafed, be. 
caufe we fee the whole of his Power exerted for the noble# 
Purpofes, in preferving the Freedom and Independency. of 
Italy. 

The Doubts and Sufpicions which weak and narrow Minds 
have been, at certa'n Seafons, too apt to fuggeft with Reference 
to this great Prince's Conduct, are in Reality 2s idle and im- 
probable, as they are falfe and groundlefs ; becaufe it is impoffible 
that the Houfe of Bourbcn fhould ever give him any Security for 
the Performance of. the Promifes they may be induced to make 
him. A little Confideration will fet this in the ftrongeft Point 
of Light. . The Offers they made him have been almoft, with- 
out Limits, which, at the fame time that it thews his: prefent 
Tthportance, muft’ convince him, tnat unlefs they had mighty 
Views for their own Advantage they would never make them, 
Bet what are thefe Views? The eitablifhing a fuperior Power 
in the Houfe of Bourbon in Italy. If we put this into other 
Words, it means neither more nor lefs than propofing to give 
him a Mafter ; which is fuch a Propofition, as no Offers whate 
ever can tempt a wife and brave Prince to hiften to with the 
Jeaft Attention, It was to avoid this, that in the earlieft Part of 
his Reign he entered into an Alliance with thofe very Powers, 
which gave him an Opportunity of knowing their Maxims fo 
well, whilethey prof feffed therafelves his Friends that it'is the 
greateft ‘Abfurdity to fuppofe he can ever be brought to truft them, 
after having had them. {o iong, an! to fuch a degree his Enemies, 
It was to prevent his having a Mafter, that he encaged in the 
prefent War, and has run fo many Risks in the Courfe of it, 
This is manifeftiy the Bafis of the Treaty of /Vorms, the 
whole Scope of which is to render him independent, and ta 
give himthe Power of fupporting. that. Independency. To: 
depart therefore from this Plen, for the fake of any thing 
that could be offe ered by the Spamards and French, would be 
fuch a manifeft Secrifice of the Subftance to the Shadow, that 
confidering ‘the Knowledge we have of his Sardinian Maiefty’s 
Charaéter, ought never to be Sufpected. The fmalleft Ditrid 
grauiped him by the Queen of Hungary, under the Guarantee of 
his other Alli ~ is of more real Con‘ equence to him,than half the 
Dutchy of “fi/on ¢ given him by the H gule of Beurbom, admitting, 
they fhould ¢ ever have it in their Power to give it ; hecayfe they 
can never have this Power, without: having at the fame. time 
the Pow er of taking it again, which worid not only render 
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the Poffeffion of that, but of all his other Dominions, _pre- 


carious, 

It is very apparent, that even as Things ftandsnow, the 
Territories of this Monarch are very far. from being extenfives 
byt it muft be allowed that they are very. populous, , and. the 
People of Savoy, and of the Valleys are naturally Martial ; fo, 
that under thefe two laft Reigns a very confiderable Army of 
regular Troops has been conftantly kept up, and the. King 
can never be at a. Lofs to bring forty. or, fifty, thou- 
fand Men into the Field, when Occafion: requires. it. . This 
Force is indeed nothing in Comparifon. of that of Framge and 
Spain; but it will appear very confiderable, when compared. 
with the Strength of other Jtalian Princes. Befides this,. the 
Fortrefles of Piedmont are in fo good Order, that his Sardinian , 
Majefty can always make a Stand till he is fupported by. the 
Aujirians, which he muft be fo long as they defire to preferve - 
their Dominions in /taly, 

Upon thefe Principles therefore we may lay down, that.tho’. 
his Revenue is not fo large as that of the great Duke, yet -he 
isone of the greateft Powers in Jtaly, and is juftly efteemed fo, 
by his Neighbours, his Allies, and his Enemies. ; His Claim | 
upon the City of Geneva, and the Attempts. made by fome. of; 
his Predeceflors to become Matters of it, will be hardly. ever: 
forgot by that little Republick; which however is fufficiently.co- 
vered from either his Ambition or his Refentment, by. its; 
ftri& League with the Swi/s Cantons, as well as by the Protec- 
tion it may always expect from the French Crown. 

The Pretenfions he. inherits from his Anceftors to -feveral, 
Places poflefiled by the Republick of Genoa, will probably, 
hinder him at leaft for many Years.from living in any ftrict 
Degree of Harmony with that Commonwealth, which is na- 
turally jealous of him, and will probably continue fo; though 
ifthey knew their, own Intereft, they would. certainly compro- 
mife their. Differences with this Prince, which, would be a 
Thing of great Confequence to both, His taking the Title. 
of King, of Cyprus, and fome other Circumftances, has created , 
a.Coldnefs between this Monarch and the Republick of Venice, , 
though it is certainly for their mutual Good to forget old In- 
juries, and to affift each other. 

There have been formerly high Difputes between his Ma- 
jefty’s Predeceffors and the Pope, which have been renewed ; 
in the laft, and even in the: prefent Reign; but they feem 
now buried in Oblivion, as they ought to be, confidering that 
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his *Holine’s muit be long ago convinced by Experience that 
toe Thunder of the Vatican has loft its Efficacy, and Ex- 
communications will do very little, either with this Prince or 
his Subj-<cts ; and ‘as to the temporal Power of the [ ope, ‘it 
js mot to-be compared with that of the Sardinian Mo- 
narch. 

The Territories of the King of the Tz 


Tw? Sicilies, if we con- 
fider him only in the Licht of an Jtalian Potentate, lie at too 
> 


great a Di ftance to creaie any Differences between them ; 
bat confidered as a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon, the King 
of Sardinia cannot but be jealous of any Augmentation of his 
Power. But to fay the ‘Frath, the great Point which this 
Monarch muft always keep. in View, is the ballancing the 
Power of that Houfe, and the Houfe of Auftria ; to the latter 
of which, notwithftanding his near Relation in Biood to the 
former, it is moft natural for him to adhere. As Things 
ftand at prefent, it is far from being probable that the Court 
of Vienna’ will incline to Meatures “that may juftly provoke 
a Prince, to whom fhe’ has fo many Obligations, for whofe 
Affiftance fhe muft have fo often Occafion ; 3; and who in that 
Cafe, would eafily find Refources fufficient to defend himfelf 
againft all her Attempts: On the other Hand, while from a 
due Regard to their reip2Ctive Interefts, 2 good Correfpondence 
is kept up between _ the Light of Experience plainly 
fhews, that their Enen will find it very hard to make any 
Imprefiion upon duties’ : ‘ea in Procets of Time, it is dichly 
probable that fuch Alterations may happen in Spain, as will 
render their Capacity of defending themfelves ftill greate 
they are at preéfent. 

But with refpe& to the Houle of Bourton, thouzh it will 


be always detent and proper for his Sardinian Majefty to 
2 


preferve’ for it a jutt Mealure of Refpect and Com paifance 5 
yet 28 his Safety mufl perpetually depend upon the Greatness 

of his own Strength, and the Limitation of their Power, fo 
it can never become either requifite or acreeable to him to 
enter into any clofe Allience with that Family, the agerah- 


than 


dizing of = mutt be alwavs, if not at his Expence, at 


the Rilque of his’ Security. There are alfo good Realons 


to believe 0m when the preent War is over, France will not 
be very cally drawn to quarrel wi.h a Prince — “are as 
it were’the Gates of her Dominions, and who ma 2 je ftly 
filed a Terror to ber, while fhe is {to all the sb of her 


ia 
Neighbours ; for, without Doubt, if the King of Sardixia 
were 
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-were thoroughly provoked, aud the Houfe of Ayfiria at full 
Liberty to fupport him,, he might carry his Arms either into Dau 
phiny or Provence, or perhaps. into both at the fame time, more 
eficacioufly than in the laft, or the prefent War, in both which 
however Irruptions on this Side, haye brouzht the French Me- 
narchy into Circumftances of very great Diftrefs, 

As for the maritime,Powers, they are though at a Diftance 
the natural and conftant Allies of the Monarch of whom we 
are fpeaking ; becaufe their Interefts and his are the fame: And 
‘if at-the Conclufion of the Peace he fhould preferve the Mar- 
‘quifate of Final, his Pretenfions to which are at leait as good as 
the Gensefe, and for which they cannot pretend he ever had 
any fuch Equivalent, as has been offered for theirs; he will 
have it very foon in his Power to change the Appearance of 
Things in /taly, by being in a Condition to protect its Liber- 
ty and Independency againft all Invaders: And tho’ he would 
not be even then in a Capacity of giving Law to cthers, he 
could eafily prevent their giving Law to him, or difturbing the 
general Tranquillity of Jtaly. If once the Affairs of this 
Part of the World were put into fuch .a Situation, the Bene- 
fits refulting to the Peeple there, as well as to all the reit of 
Europe, would be fo great and {0 evident, that his Sardinian 
Majeity would have no room to apprehend any new Confede- 
racy formed againft him, fince hs Neighbours would be then 
as willing to defend that Syftem, as for want of confidering 
it properly, they feem now averfe to receive it. 

We have dwelt the longer upon this Avticle, becaufe with 
refpeét to the Britifb Nation there is no Power in /taly with 
the Strength and State of which it imports us fo much to be 
well acquainted as the Crown of Sardinia. Befides, from the 
manner in which we have treated. this Point, many Things 
have been faid which relate to the general Intereft of that Coun- 
try, as well as to the particular Concerns of feveral of the Jta- 
lian Powers, which confequently we fhall be under no Neceffi- 
ty of repeating again. _We have alfo explained the Nature of 
the Ballance of Power in this Country fo fully, that we fhalk 
not be obliged to fay any thing farther upon that Head. But 
there is one thing very requifite to be obferved before we con- 
clude, which is this, that nothing can be of greater Importance 
to the Trade of this Nation, than the preferving the Ballance 
in Italy, which, if loft, muft neceffarily throw all that va- 
luable Branch of Commerce in which we have at prefent fo 
large a Share, and by which we have annually a very confiderable 
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Profit, ffto other Hands, ahd which is worft of all,’ into the 
“Hands of the French ; a thing againft which we have as ‘much 
“Reafon to guard as a trading Nation,‘ as the King of Serdinia 
himfelf has Caufe to oppofe,’ as far as poffible, the Growth of 
the French Power, out of regard to his own Safety. This 
fufficient ly fhews, that our Interefts are really mutual, and that 
there is nothing of political Art in what ~we have told, of the 
Expediency of fupporting this’ Monarch againft all his Enemies, 
though at a large Expenc2 to ourfelves. Thefe are neceflaryas 
well as ufeful Doétrines, which for the fake of Peace-and Truth, 
as well as with a‘view to the particular Defign of this Work, 
it becomes a Man Who defires to merit the Favour of the Pub- 
‘lic, to demonftrate ‘as clearly as he can, and to inculcate as far 
‘as lies in his Power. 


The END’ of Numser -XXXVIL 





